
Staff Note:  Below are two excerpts from the Congressional Research Service's Summary and 

Side-by-Side Comparison of the 2018 Farm Bill (P.L. 115-334): 

Relending program. Authorizes a relending program for farm ownership loans on projects that 

assist heirs with undivided ownership interests so that they may resolve ownership and 

succession issues on farmland that has multiple owners. USDA would make direct loans and 

loan guarantees to cooperatives, credit unions and nonprofit organizations (that are certified to 

operate as lenders, and which have experience assisting socially disadvantaged, limited resource, 

and beginning farmers, ranchers and rural businesses) to relend to such projects and heirs. 

Preference shall be for relending entities with at least 10 years’ experience, and in states that 

have adopted the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act. Borrowers are required to complete a 

succession plan that may be financed with the loan. (§12624(c)) 

… 

Eligibility for operators on heirs’ property land to obtain a farm number. In the case of a farm 

operator that has inherited farmland and seeks assignment of a farm number for purposes of farm 

identification and assignment of farm program payments, the operator must provide eligible 

documentation including: (1) in states that have adopted the Uniform Partition of Heirs Property 

Act, a court order verifying the land meets the definition of heirs property or certification from 

the local recorder of deeds that the recorded landowner is deceased and not less than one heir has 

initiated a procedure to retitle the land; (2) a tenancy-in-common agreement that sets out 

ownership rights and responsibilities among all of the land owners; (3) tax returns for the 

preceding five years; (4) self-certification that the farm operator has control of the land; and (5) 

any other documentation identified by the Secretary as an alternative form of eligible 

documentation. (§12623) 

 


